
 

Specialist in Maths and Computing 

Headteacher’s Message 

Dear Parents, 

You may have seen in the media in recent weeks a great deal of debate about the type of courses that some 

schools are using and the suggestion that they have been used to boost schools’ positions in the school 

league tables.  I can reassure you that at Cardinal Newman the only consideration given to the courses on 

offer are that they must be selected solely in the best interests of the students.  We only teach a very small 

number of non GCSE courses and insist that they must be relevant to the students and have clear 

progression routes for continued study after the students have moved on to the next stage of their education. 

You will have seen in the league tables that Cardinal Newman has continued to deliver excellent results and 

outcomes for the students.  Using the measure of 5 good GCSE grades including English and Mathematics, 

Cardinal Newman is in the top half of all Warrington secondary schools and 5% higher than the next school.  

When non GCSE courses, which are currently considered to be equivalent to a GCSE, are added the effect is 

very small at 2%.  In future these courses will not be counted in the same way.  On current figures nationally 

the impact on average is 6% and is substantially higher in some schools and academies.  In short this means 

that our approach to course selection means the impact of the changes in measuring school performance will 

have virtually no impact. 

Parents can be confident that the school always strives to be the best it can be so that the students are able 

to achieve their full potential in a caring, secure Catholic community. 

Mr. S. Clarke 

Just Desserts 

Once again, the students rose to the challenge of producing the show ‘Just Desserts’.  The stage was set, the 

costumes made and the band was well rehearsed.  The pupils of Cardinal Newman sang and danced down the 

supermarket aisles’, the setting for our fantastic production.  Pupils from Year 7 to 11 participated and gave 

their all and we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone including the staff  who work so hard to 

produce a fantastic show for all to enjoy, well done everybody! 
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Clown Workshop 

At the beginning of term, pupils from Year 10 took part in a clown workshop.  Frank Wurzinger visited 

Cardinal Newman to teach clown skills such as mime and improvisation to the children.  Frank has worked in 

theatre for over 10 years and trained with some leading practitioners such as John Wright, Pierre Byland, 

Mick Barnfather and Keith Johnstone.  He studied at the Desmond Jones School of mime and physical 

theatre, graduated from Central School of Speech and Drama with an MA in performance.  Frank has toured 

extensively with a variety of theatre companies through Britain and Europe and thanks to a bursary from the 

Arts Council England, Frank created his one man show ‘The Confetti Maker’, directed by John Wright which 

he has toured throughout the UK and was invited by the British Council to perform at the Kennedy Centre, 

Washington DC, USA.  Apart from performing Frank has enjoyed working as a Clown doctor (Dr. Groove) for 

hospitalized children and elderly people with dementia in Scotland (Hearts and Minds).  He regularly teaches 

workshops for young people and adults and is currently developing a new theatre show. 

          

 

 

 

Cultural Week 

On our return to school, week beginning 20
th

 February, we will be holding a ‘Cultural Week’.  This will give the 

pupils an opportunity to learn about a foreign country, the country we have chosen this term is Ghana.  

Located in West Africa, Ghana has a population of 24,233,431 and is one of the worlds’ top producers of Gold.  

There are just two seasons in Ghana, the dry season and the wet season, the country’s’ official language is 

English, however there are a total of 79 languages spoken.  Did you know the flag of Ghana was designed to 

replace the flag of the United Kingdom upon attainment of independence in 1957?   It was flown until 1959 

and then reinstated in 1966.  It consists of the Pan-African colours of red, yellow and green, in horizontal 

stripes, with a black five-pointed star in the centre of the gold stripe.  The Ghanaian flag was the first African 

flag after the flag of Ethiopia to feature these colours.  These are just a few interesting facts about Ghana, 

during Cultural Week we will learn a lot more about this West African country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Are you eligible? 

Getting your child to school on time and safely can be a challenge.  Depending on where you live, your 

income and your child’s age, your child may qualify for free home to school transport.  If they have special 

educational needs (SEN) or a disability they might also be eligible. 

Children from low income families 

A ‘low income’ family is one whose children are entitled to fee school meals or whose parents receive the 

maximum Working Tax Credit.  Secondary school pupils (11 to 16 years old) from low income families are 

entitled to free school transport if they go to: 

 ●  a suitable school between 2 and 6 miles away from their home address, as long as there aren’t 

     3 or more suitable schools nearer to home 

 

 ●  the nearest school chosen on the grounds of religion or belief and the school is between 2 and 

     15 miles away from their home address. 

 

Application forms for ‘Assisted Travel to School’ can be obtained from the school office.  Application forms 

for Free School Meals may also be obtained from the school office.  If you are in doubt please contact the 

school. 

 

 

Year 11 PSHE Day 

Year 11 took part in the first ever combined PSHE day, covering aspects of Careers, Citizenship and 

Enterprise.  The day focused on planning a party where teams had to present their ideas and budget for an 

event with a particular country for a theme.  Pupils had to look at roles, responsibilities and salaries of 

different jobs and also at different scenarios which could happen in a place of work.  A very enjoyable and 

creative day was had by all. 

Year 7 G & T Workshop 

Pupils from Year 7 took part in the first of three workshops aimed at able mathematicians.  They spent three 

lessons investigating different number systems including Arabic, Mayan and Egyptian.  They are then going 

to present their findings to the rest of their class. 

Year 8 G & T Workshop 

A group of Year 8 pupils took part in the first workshop on the topic of Pascal’s Triangle.  Pupils spent two 

lessons discovering Pascal’s triangle then investigated how it can be used to solve problems, including how 

it leads to binomial expansion which is an AS topic. 

Primary Maths Challenge 

Several of our feeder primary schools took part in the annual Primary Maths Challenge.  The PMC is a 

multiple choice paper which a group of able pupils from each school complete at their primary school.  

Cardinal Newman then mark the papers and distribute certificates.  Pupils find the paper challenging and 

rewarding as it is designed to make them think – not guess!!! 

 



 

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 

50 pupils from Years 9 to 11 took part in the long-running UKMT challenge.  The paper, distributed by Leeds 

University, is an hour long multiple choice challenge.  The questions increase in difficulty and although 

multiple choice, there is an element of negative marking for incorrect answers so pupils are encouraged to 

work on each problem instead of guessing.  The results will be along in the next newsletter. 

Year 7 Maths Challenge 

A group of Year 7 pupils and Year 9 helpers took part in the first ever Year 7 Maths Challenge.  The pupils 

took part in three different rounds – the Maths Roadshow which is a series of hands-on puzzles, a treasure 

hunt round the school and a team relay.  The day was a huge success and we are hoping to roll it out into 

other years. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

21
st

 February  - Year 10 PSHE Day 

22
nd

 February  - Mass & Ashes – 3.15 in the Auditorium 

1
st

 March  - World Book Day 

1
st

 March  - Year 10 Parents Evening 

5
th

 – 9
th

 March  - Year 7 Internal Exams 

12
th

 – 16
th

 March - St. Rocco’s Appeal and Go Yellow Day 

21
st

 March  - Year 7 Parents Evening 

30
th

 March  - Close for Easter 

16
th

 April  - Re-open 

 

22
nd

 February - The beginning of Lent 

 

Lent is a time when we remember the 40 days and nights that Jesus spent alone in the desert where he was 

tempted by the devil.  During this time Jesus ate nothing, this is the reason we fast from food and festivities.  

The day before Lent is Shrove Tuesday and is a day of penitence, to clean the soul and a day of celebration 

as a last chance to feast before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the 

ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the past.  In shriving a person confesses their sins and 

receives absolution for them.  On Ash Wednesday people are marked on the forehead with a cross of ashes 

as a sign of penitence and mortality.  The last week of Lent begins with Palm Sunday when Jesus entered 

Jerusalem and people layed palm leaves at his feet. 

 

 

 

 

Each Friday in Lent at 1.30p.m., meet in the chaplains’ room for the Rosary.  This proved very popular last 

term and new faces are most welcome! 


